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WORLD SKI_CHAMPIONSHIPS/NOTEBOOK 
THE SURPRISINGLY GOOD PERFORMANCES OF SOVIET SKIERS AT THE 
WORLD SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS IN GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN ARE THE 


SUBJECT OF THIS REPORT BY VOA'S DOLPH HAERING. 


"THE RUSSIANS ARE COMING"! -WAS THE SLOGAN ON SUNDAY CJANUARY 
29) AFTER SOVIET SKIER VLADIMIR MAKEYEV TOOK A SENSATIONAL 
NINTH PLACE IN THE MEN'S DOWNHILL RACE. BUT THIS WILL NOT BE A 


UNIQUE OCCURRENCE IF MISTER MAKEYEV AND HIS TRAINER ARE RIGHT. 


ALPINE SKIING, LONG IGNORED IN THE SOVIET UNION, IS BECOMING 
INCREASINGLY POPULAR, SAYS VLADIMIR MAKEYEV. HE CLAIMS THERE 


ARE ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND ACTIVE SKI RACERS NOW IN THAT COUNTRY. 


SOVIET CHIEF TRAINER LEONID ZSIAGATCHOW SAYS, HOWEVER, THAT 
SOVIET SKIERS STILL LACK EXPERIENCE IN INTERNATIONAL RACING. 
HE SAYSTHEY HAVE NO SPECIALISTS FOR DOWNHILL OR SLALOM -- 


BUT HAVE INSTEAD ALL-ROUND SKIERS. 


HE BELIEVES THAT SOVIET SKIERS WILL EVENTUALLY PLAY A LARGER 
ROLE IN INTERNATIONAL RACING. THEIR IMMEDIATE TARGET IS A 
MEDAL OR TWO AT THE NEXT WINTER OLYMPICS, IN LAKE PLACID, TWO 


YEARS FROM NOW, 


EQUIPMENT IS NO PROBLEM FOR THEM, TOP SOVIET SKIERS USE THE 
BEST AUSTRIAN OF FRENCH PRODUCTS. ACCORDING TO THE SOVIET 
CHIEF TRAINER, THERE ARE ALSO SOVIET-MADE SKIES, BUT HE SAYS 


THESE ARE USED ONLY BY THE BEGINNERS. 


AUSTRIAN TOP STAR FRANZ KLAMMER AND SWISS SKIER PETER MUELLER 
TOOK FIFTH PLACE IN THE MEN'S DOWNHILL ON SUNDAY, CLOCKING THE 
SAME TIME. BUT THE ELECTRONIC CLOCK REVEALED THAT KLAMMER 
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WAS THREE THOUSANDTHS OF A SECOND SLOWER THAN MUELLER. 
HOWEVER, THESE FRACTIONS DO NOT COUNT IN INTERNATIONAL SKI 


RACING, 


FRANZ KLAMMER TOLD A WEST GERMAN NEWSPAPER REPORTER THAT IF 
HE TURNS PROFESSIONAL AT THE END OF THIS SEASON, HE WILL DO 
SO ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES, WHERE SUCCESS IS NOT AS EASILY 


FORGOTTEN, HE SAYS , AS IN HIS HOME COUNTRY, AUSTRIA, 


MORE THAN THIRTY INTERNATIONAL TELEVISION NETWORKS ARE 
REPORTING FROM THE SCENE OF THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS IN 
GARMISCH~PARTENKIRCHEN, LIVE TRANSMISSION OF ALL RACES HAD 
ALSO BEEN SCHEDULED FOR EAST GERMANY, ALTHOUGH THE COUNTRY HAS 
PLAYED NO ROLE IN INTERNATIONAL ALPINE SKIING FOR MORE THAN 

A DECADE, BUT THREE EAST GERMAN REPORTERS SUDDENLY CANCELLED 


THEIR ACCREDITATION WITHOUT PROVIDING REASONS. 


ORGANIZING OFFICIALS OF THE WINTER OLYMPICS SAW THE ACTION 
AS POLITICALLY MOTIVATED. THE CANCELLATION CAME ONE DAY AFTER 
EAST GERMAN AUTHORITIES BARRED WEST GERMAN OPPOSITION LEADER 
HELMUT KOHL FROM ENTERING EAST BERLIN. 
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